Harry Long


How does Steinbeck create tension in this extract Of Mice and Men?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mice and Men is based on the idea of the American dream. It is set in California. The book illustrates the racism and sexism of the time well; the reader gets an idea that life wasn’t fair for people back then. The main characters are called George and Lenny.  Lenny is a tall muscular man but acts like a little child. Lenny gets the two into difficult situations throughout the story. Lenny and George have been working in Weed. Lenny was accused of sexual assaulting a women and a group of men set out hang him. Luckily they don’t find him as him. There are many examples of tension created that give different effects. 
“Only Lenny was in the barn” In the first sentences of Chapter Five the reader gets a feel of foreboding. Steinbeck writes, “It was Sunday afternoon. The resting horses nibbled the remaining wisps of hay,” These two sentences create tension and make the death seem more horrific Throughout the book there hasn’t been a place where everything is calm. We constantly think and hope that Lenny doesn’t say. By having a peaceful environment, we feel that it is too good to be true. On page 122 Curley’s wife enters the barn silently so that “Lenny didn’t see her” this makes Lenny look more and a threat. She also looks lonelier, which also makes the death seem horrific. He “shovelled hay over the puppy” because he thought the person behind him was George, something he would rather George didn’t find out. Curley’s wife asks “What you got covered up there?” If this were George, Lenny wouldn’t have said anything. 
Curley’s Wife complains that she is lonely, she “can’t talk to nobody but Curley” Curley makes us feel like he owns her. He doesn’t want anyone to talk to her and vice versa. It is a good example of sexism, because it shows how men act like they own someone and they expect women to obey them. Everything written at this point helps to make the death look more menacing. Curley’s wife thinks Lenny is talking about her when he says “he ain’t gonna let me tend the rabbits”. Actually, Lenny is still thinking about what George will think. Curley’s wife grows angry towards the end of Page 123 we know this because Steinbeck writes “Her face grew angry. ‘What the matter with me?’”. She stresses she isn’t doing any harm, but she is. If the ranch workers talk to her they risk their jobs; but, by doing this they put her in a place of solitude. We feel sympathy for her because of her situation. Curley’s wife’s backstory on Page 124-5 it tells the reader what a difficult life she has had. This is the last crucial build up before her death. We understand that she has had lots of opportunities, but would be disappointed. We can assume these ‘opportunities’ are actually just mean men teasing her. This story fills the reader with sympathy for her. 
Throughout the chapter we notice references to light and darkness; these points help structure the story as it represents what is happening in another form. Steinbeck writes “Now the light was lifting as the sun went down, and the sun streaks climbed up the wall” This transition of light suggests that things may go from bad to worse. On page 120 we get a similar description of light “The afternoon sun sliced through the cracks of the barn walls” The use of personification creates a feeling of bitterness, and creates a darker atmosphere. We have seen Lennie’s uncontrolled strength; first it was the dead mouse then it was Curley’s hand now the reader will suspect it is Curley’s Wife. Lennie says “I like to pet nice things” the reader is reminded of these incidents. Curley’s wife doesn’t have the knowledge of these accidents which puts her at risk. When she asks “Do you like velvet?” the tension increases further we get a throwback to what happened in Weed. When Lenny grabs onto the Wife’s hair she complains that he is “mussing it up” the scene then escalates and laughter turns to screaming; she yells “let go” she should have remained calm but she doesn’t and Lenny gets scared making him cling on tighter. In the killing Steinbeck only writes Lenny speaking this makes him look powerful and controlling. The death doesn’t seem to be humane, it is long and brutal – like how we imagine animals kill in the wild. By giving us this view it makes the death seem unbearably horrific and makes Lenny look incredibly menacing and uncontrollable. 
Lenny never understands. He thinks Curley’s wife is now being quiet and calm. He thinks like a kid a doesn’t understand a reality of his actions. “The sun streaks were high on the wall by now” We can see the light leaving – it’s running away from darkness. “the light was growing soft in the barn” this finishing sentence suggests the light is dying. The whole statement gives a feeling of defeat.  The barn is “very quiet” and everything seems to grow “more quiet” like everything is in awe of what just happened. The dog shows defeat when she comes over to the corpse she “whimpered and cringed to the packing bow” no one will admit it. He describes it as a gap in time. “Gradually time awakened” He uses personification and to say everything “sluggishly” comes back until it is normal.  
Tension is created by reducing and increasing noise. Bringing back similar parts of other incidents happened earlier in the book. Like the stroking the red dress and Curley’s Wife’s hair. All tension in the story is created by Lenny and at the end of story the huge weight on George’s shoulders is released by Lenny’s death. When George and Slim walk away we feel the tension go because George doesn’t have to worry about Lenny and there is no further trouble caused by him. 

 

